
I am delighted to report that The Garden Classroom 
(TGC) had another very successful and rewarding 
operational year in 2015-16. In August 2016 we 

became a registered charity, which the Board of Trustees 
felt was an important development for TGC and one, 
which will help us to evolve and grow in the future.

ActIvIty
I am very pleased to report that we delivered 199 
educational sessions in the year 1st September 2015 – 
31 August 2016 to over 5000 children and, in addition, 
two adult training sessions and 69 recreational and 
holiday sessions to a further 2400 children as well 
as a programme of outdoor activities for the wider 
community. This means that a total of over 7,200 inner 
city children, young adults and families joined TGC 
for meaningful nature experiences in 2015/16 and we 
worked with 33 schools from Islington, Hackney, Tower 
Hamlets and Haringey.

TGC also added Keysden Wood in Kent (owned by 
the Rawlence family) to the locations that it uses, 
in order to introduce new, interesting woodland 
environments to the children. One of our most 
exciting new developments was the piloting in May of 
an overnight camping trip at Hobbs Hill Farm in Kent. 
The feedback from staff and children was superb and, 
as a result, TGC plans to promote this as a key activity 
next year.

stAffIng And trustees
Due to the generosity of our core funders, we have 
been able to recruit two new members of staff to our 
core team in order to sustain and consolidate the 
organisation and to broaden the range of activities 
that we offer into the future. I am delighted to report 
that Phoebe Nevill has joined as our Education & 
Community Officer, and Amy Williamson as our Senior 
Programme Manager. Both have ‘hit the ground 
running’ and are already making a huge contribution 
to the charity.

A huge vote of thanks goes to all our facilitators and 
volunteers who are responsible for delivering such a 
wide range of subjects and activities.

supporters And pArtners
Once again, I would like to thank our partners during 
2016 without whom we would have struggled to 
deliver such a wide range of programmes:
King Henry’s Walk Garden
Hobbs Hill Farm / The Boomaars Family (Kent)
Islington Council, Public Realm & Parks Department
The Ecology Centre, Gillespie Park
Hackney Council
Friends of Lordship Recreational Park
The Rawlence Family (Kent)
Schools in Islington, Hackney and Haringey
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funders
Our work would be impossible without the generous 
support of the Trusts and organisations that have 
funded TGC in various ways over 2015/16 and I would 
like to acknowledge their belief in TGC and their huge 
contribution to our work:
Awards for All Big Lottery
 The Bulldog Trust
 The City Bridge Trust
The Ernest Cook Trust
 Goldman Sachs Gives UK
 Islington Community Chest
 London Borough of Islington Local Initiatives Fund
 Mayor of London / Releaf / Groundwork
 The Nature Save Trust
 Nineveh Charitable Trust
 William Kendall Charitable Trust

next yeAr
The Board has agreed that the next operational and 
financial year should be one of consolidation and 
expanding the new activities and education sessions 
that we piloted in 2015-16. A major priority will be to 
secure long term core funding. Finally, I would like 
to give a huge vote of thanks to our Chief Executive, 
Marnie Rose. Her dedication and tireless work, even 
after seven years in the role, is undiminished and she 
has enthusiastically nurtured and supported Phoebe 
and Amy in their new roles.  Her excellent report is 
attached.

Robbie Burns
Chairman
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tgc hut on newIngton green
Since moving to Newington Green in December 2014, 
TGC’s main HQ has become the bedrock of TGC’s 
development, growth, visibility and consolidation and 
we have plans to improve the garden space next to the 
hut over the next 2-3 years.

Long-term reLationships  
And new relAtIonshIps
london Borough of Islington’s Parks Department 
continues to be a fantastic supporter of TGC’s aims 
and objectives and this is reflected in the excellent 
partnership arrangement that is in place, which both 
sides aim to renew in the near future. This enables TGC 
to expand its education and recreation offer to other 
parts of the borough in Islington’s parks and gardens.  
Our partnership with King Henry’s Walk Garden to 
provide education in this beautiful london oasis also 
continues to thrive.  

estAblIshed progrAmmes
The Wonderful World of Bees, set up and run for the last 
four years and led by TGC project manager and chief 
facilitator Viv Rowdon, has been extended for another 
3 years with further funding from the William Kendall 
Charitable Trust to whom we are very grateful.  TGC’s 
new apiary at Gillespie Park funded by the Big lottery 
Awards for All and the Naturesave Trust has become 
important in the borough as the only formal apiary in 
an lBI green space. It has led to the delivery of more 
education sessions about bees and a fantastic bee 
event held in May 2016 which attracted around 500 
visitors hosted by the Mayor of Islington.  Our highly 
valued beekeepers Peter Buckoke and Abe Buckoke 
are crucial to how well the apiary is managed and we 
warmly welcome them to the TGC team.  This project 
has become a flagship project and we look forward to 
harvesting more delicious Islington honey this year!

The Hobbs Hill Farm project in Kent with the kind 
and generous support from the Boomaars family c/o 
Goldman Sachs Gives (uK) continues to develop and 
grow.  In September 2015 and 2016 more children 
enjoyed one-day visits, leaving london at 9am and 
returning at 8pm on experiences that generated 
lots of creative writing back at school. The extended 
countryside days to learn about the lives of hop pickers 
will expand to become a new TGC Brilliant Residentials 
camping programme for inner london school children 
with a view to delivering a programme in September 
2016 and May 2017.  Many thanks to Viv Rowdon who 
has led on the day visit programme and who will be 
supporting TGC’s Education & Community Officer, 
Phoebe Nevill.
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the wonderful world of bees: 
a flagship project for tgC

As we approach TGC’s 8th birthday (November 2016) 
we are delighted to still see so many others joining with 
us in talking and thinking about ways to connect urban 
communities with nature.  100% of wards in Islington 
supported the movement to make london a National Park 
City and TGC played an important role in communicating 
the importance of this initiative. The 4-year Natural 
Connections Demonstration project has been a significant 
milestone in honouring TGC’s work and we hope to see 
the next stage of national strategic support in the coming 
years communicating the importance of nature connection 
and all the benefits it brings.  Interestingly TGC’s model 
of delivering local, low cost support for learning in natural 
environments is one of the recommended outcomes of 
this significant report and TGC is delighted to be one of the 
leaders in this arena.
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Very special thanks must go to TGC’s Kent site team: 
Iain Isacsson and volunteers Annabel Goulding, Peter 
Clarke and Connie Blackett-Ord without whom this 
project would not be possible.

our pAtrons
We are very grateful for our patrons Joe Swift, Dallas 
Campbell and Bob Gilbert who support us publicly and 
privately, offering advice and guidance in their areas of 
expertise. Special thanks to Joe for visiting Hobbs Hill in 
Kent to see how the children benefit first hand.  Thanks 
also to Bob for playing a key role in initiating the Hobbs 
Hill project.

tgc’s busIness plAn  
goIng forwArd
TGC’s plan going forward from September 2016 is to 
establish the new core team in their new roles: Amy 
Williamson, TGC’s Senior Programme Manager, Phoebe 
Nevill, Education & Community Officer and Sarah Warren, 
Finance Officer.  We also plan to review processes, 
programmes and procedures enabling TGC to consolidate 
and apply best practice applying consistently throughout 
the service as the need for TGC grows.  

As well as supporting the HQ team, including 
providing essential training in health and safety, first 
aid for outdoor learning and child protection and 
safeguarding, later in 2016 and spring 2017 we also 
plan to deliver a festive season community event 
and Islington’s first nature festival.  All this alongside 
developing a new Brilliant Residentials camping offer 
for schools at our Kent countryside site.  In the future 
we also plan (along with our partners) to explore 
projects that enable TGC to expand into other areas of 
the borough and review Islington’s open access green 
spaces for possible Forest Schools activity potential.  We 
are acutely aware of schools shrinking budgets and how 
this will affect the delivery of TGC’s aims and objectives 
and will be reviewing challenges faced by our users and 
how best we can support them. 
TGC will continue to strive to position itself so that it is 
able to respond positively to opportunities that arise 
during the year.

the tgc teAm
The Garden Classroom has an exceptional team of 
teachers, facilitators, project managers and project 
assistants including: Viv Rowdon, louise Parsons, Sarah 
Bentley, Bronya Deutsch, Hepzi Roe, Ria Knowles, 
Hannah McDowall, Cressida Knapp, Rohan Knox and 
Mo Maynard.  Special thanks to lizzy Cook, TGC’s 
Project Assistant for her great work supporting the 
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What teachers say about Hobbs Hill:
"The range of activities was brilliant and the staff 
were really engaging and supportive”

“The strongest element of the day was the varied 
nature of the tasks covered by the children and the 
quality of the staff running the sessions.”

What pupils say about Hobbs Hill:
"Family photo was hiliarious.  We dressed up in old-
fashioned clothes – which made us all look silly.  I wore 
a white shirt with a weird jacket and finally topped 
off with a really old cap. The rabbit stew was AMAZING!  
Thank you so much for the opportunity.”  Philo

“You get fresh air that is not polluted and explore 
the space around you; you can exercise without even 
knowing.”  Tombey

“When we got back to prepare the vegetables and make 
our own bread, I was super excited! It was a great idea 
to eat like the hop pickers did and we realised how lucky 
we are to have amazing supplies of food like we do at 
home.  The rabbit stew was delicious; I’d love to have it 
again.  Nearly everyone in the class tried it, that took 
them out of their comfort zone and they tried something 
new. I will always remember this incredible day.”   Ruby



team on the bees and Samuel Rhodes projects and for 
her enthusiastic gardening at TGC’s Newington Green 
garden. Warm thanks also to Emma Nisse for her 
graphic design services.

After years 5 years Belinda Buckley leaves us for pastures 
new and we thank her for all her work and enthusiasm for 
everything TGC is.  

Equally exceptional and dedicated is our support 
team including  Iain Isacsson, Connie Blackett-Ord, 
Peter Clarke, lizzy Cook, Annabel Goulding, Eddie King, 
Sophie Bartholemew, Tiffany Landamore and Rowina 
Baxter.  Three of TGC’s volunteers have gone on to 
secure paid employment and training directly as a result 
of working with us.  We look forward to hearing about 
their new journeys.

Going forward as we have become a new charity, 
(3rd August 2016) we have four Trustees and Directors: 
Robbie Burns (Chair), Daniel Oluwasanya (Treasurer), 
Rosey lyall (Founder Trustee) and Holly Hill.  Daniel 
joined TGC in April 2016 and his skills to improve 
financial reporting to the board have already made a 
significant difference to TGC as the charity grows.

lBI’s Parks and Public Realm teams have continually 
provided vital support throughout the year and we are 
most grateful to Andrew Bedford, Jerry Gutwin, Vincent 
James, Dave Bamford, Sally Oldfield, Bhupesh Thapa, 
Sheena Gladding, Shandrina Burgess, Chris Ingram, 
Steve Trout and the parks maintenance teams.  Our 
plan is to maximise on this great partnership and seek 
acknowledgement and accolade for the great work that 
is delivered with this collaboration wherever we are able.

We are also grateful for the continued partnership working 
with King Henry’s Walk Garden, where TGC was born and 
we look forward to working together in the future.

lookIng forwArd
We have secured funding for core team staff members 
for another two years and we will be seeking to create 

a new role of Development Manager early in 2017 to 
maximise on TGC’s new charitable status, enabling the 
delivery of exciting new projects planned for 2016/2017 
and beyond.

 TGC will also review its branding, website and use of 
social media as a whole.

Other projects delivered over the last few years 
that we aim to offer more widely in the future are 
little Explorers nature activities for under 5’s and their 
parents / carers, The Acorn Club holiday programme 
for age 5-11 and summer activities on Newington 
Green.  Our Green Steps walking programme hosted 
by TGC patron Bob Gilbert is a new model we plan to 
expand in the future, as well as looking to expand our 
tree education programme which was well received by 
schools in 2016 as part of london Tree Week.  
TGC’s journey has been - and remains - exciting and 
intoxicating for all involved.  We know that we have a 
lot of work to do to redress the balance of the negative 
health and wellbeing effects of the lack of opportunity 
for engagement with nature in inner london, and we 
are head down focused on addressing this issue.  

We are also mindful as TGC develops and grows that 
we will have to remain innovative and entrepreneurial 
in order to maintain a sustainable and financially stable 
charity in the years ahead. As is TGC’s approach, we are 
carefully listening to beneficiaries ensuring that we can 
continue to deliver great programmes whilst reviewing, 
improving, honing and ensuring they are delivered to 
the highest quality.

Finally, on behalf of the whole team, I’d like to 
wholeheartedly thank Rosey lyall (TGC’s founder 
Trustee) who works tirelessly as a volunteer to support 
the delivery of TGC’s mission.  Rosey remains a very 
important part of the team playing a key role in TGC’s 
ability to continually create innovative and exciting 
projects and services.  The quality of Rosey’s input is 
immeasurable and we are all very grateful for her time, 
dedication, loyalty and commitment.  Thank you Rosey.

Marnie Rose, CEO, February 2017
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King henry’s Walk garden:  
a continuing partnership

tgC has an exceptional team 
of teachers and facilitators
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